HOW TO MAKE AN AUDITION RECORDING
If we are not going to have a live audition then you need to record yourself playing on your own and hand the recording in to your teachers.

There are a few ways to do this:

1. Record yourself on a home computer.
 To do this you need a computer and a microphone for that computer.  If you have a laptop, it is probably already built in.  If you have a desktop you can buy a cheap microphone for about $20 and plug it into your sound card.  Then you need some recording software.  If you go to Download.com you can find many free audio recording programs that will work but you have to look around until you find a free one.  If you have a decent audio recording program do not be afraid to use it and edit your performance.

Once you have recorded your project, you simply save you work.  Then you can either burn a CD to hand in - or you can compress the file to an MP3 and email it. 

2. Record yourself of a CD-Recorder, Mini-disc, or Mini tape
 To do this you will need any one of the three devices listed above.  Then when handing in your project useless it is a CD you will need to also hand in the device you recorded it on. 

3. Use a schools tape recorder 
If you do not have any way of recording yourself at home then you can borrow a tape recorder from the School to do your audition.  You will need to ask a music teacher for a tape recorder and tape to use.  You may then take this recorder home for one night to make your recording, IT MUST COME BACK THE NEXT DAY.  When using a tape to make an audition put the tape in the recorder so that the A side faces out and rewind the tape to the beginning.  To record, press the play and record button at the same time and play your piece, when you are done rewind the tape back to the beginning and hand it in.

 

HERE ARE SOME OTHER THINGS THAT YOU NEED TO DO 

1. Make sure that you say your name, band, instrument, and piece loud and clear at the beginning of the recording.

2. As you are about to start, count off a measure to dictate your tempo and then STICK WITH IT.

3. If you skip multiple measures, SAY SO

4. Make sure your name, band and piece are clearly written on your recording  

TIPS FOR AUDITIONING 

1. It’s better to take a piece slower and get more points for accuracy in other categories than to play a piece fast and miss many notes.

2. Tune before you play.

3. Use a metronome in the background.

4. Don’t rush yourself, make sure you have time.

5. Do the recordings again if you don’t like how the first take came out, remember you are only judged by what is on the tape.

6. If you are advanced at using a computer, you can edit some of your better takes together.  

7. Make sure everything is set, the music is spread out and you have everything you need before you play.   

